
BOB SMITH FOR CONGRESS
CALIFORNIA 'S  24TH CONGRESSIONAL D ISTRICT

August 25, 2026

The Honorable Salud Carbajal
U.S. House of Representatives
125 E De La Guerra St Ste 203B
Santa Barbara, CA 93101

I am writing to invite you to a televised debate in Santa Barbara. We propose a two-
hour, in-person debate during the third or fourth week of September, at a mutually
agreeable venue and broadcast locally.
The moderator would be acceptable to both campaigns. Neither campaign would have
editorial control over the questions, and we will not request any.
We are highly flexible on the moderator, venue, debate structure, speaking times, and
other logistics. We ask only that both candidates appear in person, on stage, for the
full debate; that neither candidate use a teleprompter, electronic device, or
prewritten notes; and that the debate occur before ballots are mailed in early October.
Each candidate may use a blank notepad and pen.
You have represented this district since January 2017. You have a decade of votes,
policies, legislation, and accomplishments that you are proud to defend. There is no
version of this in which you are short of material.
I am a first-time candidate and a retired Navy officer. You are unquestionably the more
experienced politician. I am asking you to stand on the same stage with me anyway,
because the voters of California's 24th Congressional District deserve the opportunity
to hear directly from both candidates and compare the people asking to represent them.
If the answer is no, please tell us. We will characterize your decision accurately and
without embellishment, and we will publish verbatim any statement you provide
explaining your decision.
If you prefer a different date, venue, moderator, or debate structure, tell us that
instead. We will make every reasonable effort to accommodate you. We would appreciate a
response by September 8, 2026.

Sincerely,

Bob Smith
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